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ARTICLE APPEARED °
ONPASE 20 .

| REVIEW & OUTLOOK
' . 2. Politicizing Intelligence.

Wenotesomeonsid:nblelronym

ton: The FBI has rounded up five In-

dian Sikhs and ¢l them with

plotting to assassinate Rajiv Gandhi

‘when he visits the U.S. next month.

_..xre_si_:md congressional_committees want
v e w

, of a counterterrorist »
once pro t!

w nsibjlity for a car

. bomb that killed 80 people. .. .
" “The irony revolves around the is-

sue of whether, in the violent world"
- we live in today, you can combat ter
- rorism at all, with methods ¢jivil or -
- uncivil, Let's take the alleged plot to
kill Rajiv Gandhi. He is prime minis-.
. ter. of the world's most populous de-
° mocracy, a nation that shows some
: signs, under his leadership, of greater.:
. warmth toward the U.S. and free--
; market capitalism after a long period
- of coolness bordering on hostility.- His *
Russian neighbors have become in-:
| creasingly nervous about his leanings;::
, Pravda was practically hysterical in’;
| blaming all things Western andcapi-":
i talist for the Bhopal disaster. India it-;-
self has suddenly experienced an out-:
break of terrorist bombings. Mr. Gan-.
: dhi of course inherited large problems -
- with "the Sikhs, but you can easily -
- enough speculate that someone expe-
- rienced in the fine art of destabiliza- -
- tion has started to water and fertilize
" these discontents. The FBI arrests™
- might be the tip of a very nasty-look-.
. Ing_iceberg. T
i President Reagan, vigorously sec-
onded by his secretary of state and
| every other top national secirity offi-:
i cial, has asked all security agencies to
. mount whatever efforts they can to
. combat terrorism. That is hardly sur-
; prising. Pope John Paul II was shot,:
| Indira. Gandhi - killed, - Margaret:
; Thatcher barely escaped a bomb, to -
' name some of the more prominent
' targets. U.S. diplomats are in con-
, stant danger. Terrorists periodically:
; blow up NATO's supply pipelines. in
; Europe to prove that even military.
' targets aren’t secure. - . .7
i - There is and has been a pattern to
| all this. A Bulgarian government em-
y Ployee will go on trial in Rome this
| month for allegedly directing the at-
| tempt on the pope. The trigger man in

running in Washing- ..

. Torism experts keep uncovering new i

.| agency primari} nsible for that -
i Tack. 252 CTA. remains under Titical *
ttack In Its own head

<. a quarters city. :
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STAT

this attempt, All Agca, was trained in "~ lah_The CIA said it never conducted
.2 PLO terrorist camp, The PLO now training “related to” the car ing
- operates in Nicaragua, helping train ;

Western Hemisphere terrorists. Ter- :

- links between the world's leading and '

i most viclous terrorist organizations. -
i There's usually some Soviet connec- °
| tion in the background. - ’

"1t seems obvious to us that good in-

telligence is vital to U.S. security and (
to U.S. efforts to preserve something ,
- approaching political stability in the |
. democratic worid. Yet the US

from that effort. We sense that

and more politici a

nervous over the constant political
thrashings al

K_E%n%msmw
m . Not everyone you meet
saint, but we need Ethe int .

gecangtwgg'%%%erogad% .

: have improv ] !
least Congress finally sto e

cvent. *
Sen. Patrick Leah*. lmglxie% that
Republicans _aren .

. ——

east Congress finally stopped the left

wing Covert Action Information Bulle- . cure. ‘e L
n_from blowin e cover of

agents. But a sensible and Jow- .

tle CIA e ¥

Corinto harbor, so as to d - -

STAT

wea e Nicara

Sandinistas, was eEM and killed
7ith much political breast-beating last
year, Then the ‘“training manual”
- scandal was unea just before last
November's gresidential election, to
- prove that support for Nicara-
‘gua's-_anti-communists was _“im-
- The latest Washington Post disclo- |

~sure, on Sunday'’s front page, said that |
the CIA, under orders }l;'om President
a iate Tast ear tried to mount
- a_counterterrorist operation in Leba-
non in cooperation with Lebanese se-
curity agents. The effort was in re-
| sponse to the terrorist bombing in Oc-
' tober 1983 that killed 241 American
I servicemen and a similar attack Jast
_ September on the U.S. Embassy in
. Beirut. The Post claimed that one of
" the units the CIA helped train was re--
-ponsible for a car bomb attempt di-
rected at Hussein Fadlallal. believed .
_to be the leader of the Shiite fanatics
- responsible for the attac AIme

diiaCKS 0N £
F cans. He escaped, but the bomb killed
80 people and wounded some 200 oth-

- ers. The Post said the CIA had op-
- posed car bombing because of danger
" to bystanders and had severed its con-

nections with the bombers four

months before the attempt on Fadlal-

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/21 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000807590010-5



